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Biennial Report – April 2006 – April 2008

The Learning Network is a network of individuals and groups pursuing different approaches towards holistic learning. It is coordinated by a volunteer team of network members and had its beginnings in January 2003. Through various activities the network creates a forum for sharing and discussing experiences and challenges in the area of education. These activities include - annual conferences, mini-conferences and workshops. The network also publishes an annual magazine Revive and bi-annual newsletters carrying thought provoking articles on education, individual and organizational experiences and opinions. Information about the Learning Network members, past events and publications, can be found on http://www.learningnet-india.org. This is a free online resource for educators and parents. 

This report provides summary of the activities, network responsibilities and financial summary for the period from April 2006 – April 2008. 


Administrative Teams & Acknowledgements 


We would like to acknowledge the following individuals and organizations who have worked on various Learning Network tasks – 

· MORE and Ravi Aluganti for managing accounts related to conferences and workshops. 

· Jayashree Janardhan, Sriranjani Ranganathan, Anita Balasubramanian, Reshma Madhusudan, Meenakshi Balasubramanian, Sanjeev Ranganathan, Anita Komanduri, for coordinating the 3rd annual Learning Network conference at Chamarajanagar in July 2007. 

· Shri G.S.Jaydev and Deenabandhu Staff for offering the venue and all the support for the conference in July 2007

· Sriranjani Ranganathan and Anita Balasubramanian for compiling and editing Revive 2007; Goodbooks Teachers Center and Tulika Publishers for layout, editing and publishing Revive 2007.

· Ravi Aluganti and Akshara for beautiful hand-made file folders for the annual conferences. 

· Anita Balasubramanian and Anju Anand for updating and maintaining the website.

· Reshma Madhusudan, Anita Balasubramanian and Meenakshi Balasubramanian for compiling, editing, printing and mailing “Chiguru”. 

· Anita Balasubramanian, Jayashree Janardhan and Reshma Madhusudan for finding new areas of work and identifying new members to expand the network. 
· The Seattle chapter of Asha for Education for Education for providing financial support for travel, workshops, annual conferences, administrative and publication expenses. 

5th Annual Conference (July 20-22, 2007, Chamarajanagar)

The fifth annual conference for the Learning Network was organized at Chamarajanagar from July 20-22, 2008. Over 150 participants from Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharastra, Andhra Pradesh, Pondicherry, & ***** participated in the conference. Jane Sahi, well known educationist and founder of Sita School delivered the keynote address. Her key note titled Monologue or Dialogue in the Classroom explored the notion, place and importance of dialogue in the classroom and the education system for quality learning and teaching. She brought forth a nuanced and insightful understanding of the nature of dialogue that is required “in all our efforts to transform, change and improve methods”. Ms. Padma Sarangapani, NIAS delivered an invited talk titled Systemic approach for improvement of government schools wherein she analyzed the idea of systemic change within governmental education systems for bringing about quality change in teaching and learning processes.
With over 25 presentations and workshops the conference engaged the participants in three full days of intense discussions and sharing. Topics included – privatization of education, internet as a teacher resource, environmental education, value education, brain-based learning methods, media literacy, learning to write, science education, community-based education, life skills development, partnering with government programs and so on. Participants saw video presentations on the cognitive development of children in their early years, and how brain-based learning methods can support this development. There were discussions on how children learn science and mathematics through activities. At another session presenters discussed the role of youth and community participation in school and how that can be encouraged. Experiences and experiments of partnering with government programs, management and privatization of schools were also shared. Government officials from the Karnataka DQEP department presented details of government programs and the changes that have occurred as a result. 
Summary of the conference sessions is available at 

http://www.learningnet-india.org/lni/data/activities/conferences/july2007/july2007-agenda.php
Virtual Resource - Learning Network Website

The website http://www.learningnet-india.org is a free online resource that provides information on, events organized by the Learning Network, organizational profiles, articles, newsletters and various resources for learning available from groups and individuals in India. The content of the website is constantly updated with inputs from members. The website continues to serve as a virtual resource center for those looking for information on various aspects of education. 

Publications

Electronic versions of all publications are available at 

http://www.learningnet-india.org/lni/data/publications/index.php
Revive, Vol 5 – Annual Magazine
The fifth volume of “Revive” - the annual magazine was released at the conference in Chamarajanagar. It was published by Goodbooks Teachers Center with editing and layout support provided by Tulika Publishers. Revive contains articles contributed by Learning Network members and includes profiles of new member groups. Revive is currently circulated to over 500 members. We have received extremely encouraging responses regarding the usefulness of the content, quality of articles, layout and ease of readability. Members have also suggested Revive to interested individuals and organizations which has further increased the circulation of Revive.


Chiguru - Newsletter

Three editions of “Chiguru” the Learning Network newsletter (September 2006, March 2007, January 2008) were circulated to over 500 groups and individuals. We have received very encouraging feedback to the format and content of Chiguru. Members have contributed several interesting articles, updates and opinions pieces. In addition, Chiguru also included profiles of new network members, details of various network activities, announcements of events being organized. Electronic versions of the newsletters are available for download on http://www.learningnet-india.org. 

Workshops
In the last year, several Learning Network Volunteers have moved back to India. Consequently the network has been in a phase of transition over the last year. We have not organized any workshops in this time frame partly due to this reason and partly because we are reconsidering our approach to organizing workshops. Based on feedback received in the past workshops and our experiences we are revisiting the workshop offerings by the Learning Network. In the next two years, we plan to provide workshops with regular follow-ups and long term support to participants. 
Expanding the Learning Network

One of the network’s goals continues to be to gradually identify member groups and individuals in other parts of the country. Learning Network volunteers continue to travel, learn about and find individuals and groups to expand the Learning Network. During this period groups and individuals from New Delhi, Rajasthan, Goa, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat joined the network. We now have over 500 members.
Request for information on the Learning Network information alias has constantly increased. On an average we receive 10 emails a month requesting contact details, subscription, upcoming workshop information etc. 

Financial Summary April 2006 – April 2008
	Item
	in Rs
	
	Item
	in Rs

	Expenditure
	 
	
	Income
	 

	Kathalaya Workshop Chennai
	10335
	
	Balance Carry Forward from 2004
	60656

	Kathalaya Workshop Ahmedabad
	8000
	
	Asha Chicago (Workshops)
	17322

	Conference
	98488
	
	Asha Seattle - Conference
	26350

	Postage(Revive) to Reshma
	1550
	
	Asha Seattle - Kathalaya Workshops
	28632

	Rethinking Seminar
	5659
	
	Asha Seattle - New Workshops
	32291

	Jodo Gyan Workshop
	5000
	
	Asha Seattle - Revive
	7836

	Website Fees
	13050
	
	Asha Seattle - Newsletters
	1981

	Ravi Postage Charges
	260
	
	Asha Seattle - Network Travel
	17222

	Bhopal Workshop Resource Fee
	8000
	
	Asha Chicago (Website)
	13050

	July 05 Newsletter Printing
	9814
	
	Conference Reg Fee
	35700

	Postage and misc
	2022
	
	Kathalaya Chennai Reg fee
	6300

	December 06 Newsletter
	12320
	
	Ahdmedabad Workshop Reg Fee
	5000

	Postage 
	2740
	
	Ahmedabad Receipts
	17950

	CD+Auto
	115
	
	JG Bangalore Receipts
	9200

	Reprinting Dec 06 Newsletter
	1170
	
	JG Hyderabad Receipts
	6450

	DD charges Bharathi Trust to Meenakshi
	50
	
	Donation by Pushpa
	3000

	Ahmedabad Conference
	45753
	
	
	

	JG Workshop Hyderabad
	23335
	
	
	

	JG Workshop Bangalore
	20200
	
	
	

	Ravi DD, Courier, Travel
	275
	
	
	

	Shanmuga Travel
	376
	
	
	

	Anita Travel Jan-Feb
	3251
	
	
	

	Covers 
	45
	
	
	

	Photocopying
	32
	
	
	

	Postage
	225
	
	
	

	Revive 2006 postage expenses
	2805
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditure
	274870
	
	Total Income
	288939

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance
	14069
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