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About the Learning Network

The Learning Network explores various 
approaches towards holistic learning. 
This network helps learn and share 
new perspectives, strengthen existing 
efforts and be a resource for interested 
groups, educators, and parents seeking 
meaningful approaches to education. 
Members include groups and individuals 
seeking alternative ways to address 
concerns in conventional systems.   

STORY POWER
- by Ravi Aluganti and Reshma Madhusudan

Is storytelling a mere form of entertainment? Geeta 
Ramanujam of Kathalaya knows it to be much more. Her 
organization, Kathalaya is reinventing the art of storytelling 
by integrating it with classroom teaching, curriculum 
planning and harnessing its power to address social issues.

A two-day storytelling workshop was held in Chennai on 1st and 
2nd, September 2004.  The Learning Network and Kathalaya 
organized the workshop jointly and was presented by Geeta 
Ramanujam and Lalu Narayan of Kathalaya. Participants gained 
valuable insights  to use storytelling as an effective communication 
tool and for the overall development of the listener and performer.

Geeta started the workshop with the history of storytelling, 
its differences and similarities across various cultures and 
boundaries. She revealed the various storytelling traditions in 
India such as Hari Katha, Burra Katha, stories from nomadic 
folks in Rajasthan, and how kings patronage storytelling.  With 
this background, she enthralled the audience with a story 
about a storyteller and a small girl ð and how they þnd truth. 

The workshopõs interactive nature caught everyoneõs attention. 
Demonstrative exercises were used throughout to reinforce the 
concepts. The presenters highlighted three essentials of storytelling 
ð observation, listening and voice modulation. A walking exercise 
was utilized to demonstrate the value of making observations.  
People engage in different kinds of listening  -  such as listening 
in-between, half-listening, and critical listening. A creative 
excercise demonstrated this effectively. Participants then formed 
themselves into groups of threes; one member told a story, the 
second member listened, while the third member noted down the 
observations. After listening about voice modulation, the audience 
attempted voice imitations and tongue twisters - all in good fun.  

.......(contd. on p-4)

Dear Reader,

Wish you a peaceful and happy new year. Once 
again, we are pleased to bring you Chiguru, the 
Learning Networkõs biannual newsletter. This issue 
contains workshop updates, annoucements and 
highlights of some organizations. More details of 
all activities of the network can be found on our 
website at www.learningnet-india.org. 

Our hope is that the newsletter serves you in your 
learnings and quest for growth.  We invite all of you 
to send your experiences, event annoucements, 
and teachings for wider outreach.  We welcome 
your contributions to make this newsletter a 
medium of sharing  and learning. 

Lastly, but not the least we would like to take a 
moment to thank our readers for their courage 
and commitment, towards efforts to stengthen the 
communties affected by the tsunami.  

Sincerely,
Vaibhav Bhandari
Reshma Madhusudan
(Learning Network volunteers)

ñMade me aware of storytelling as a 
medium of instructionò 
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